368 ENGLAND AND THE ENGLISH

members of this class have represented the nation
politically and socially, both at home and abroad.
From them have been drawn the members of
Society. It is often said that anybody with
money may become a member of Society in Eng-
land, and this is with many limitations true, but
it is not, as many people think, new, England
has always been willing, not to say eager, to dis-
tinguish worth and wealth. James the First,
needing money, created two hundred baronets at
one thousand pounds apiece at Burleigh's sug-
gestion. Charles the First insisted upon creating
knights, whether the knighted liked it or not, in
order to collect the fees.

The landowning or territorial aristocracy has
been recruited again and again from the success-
ful in other walks in life, either for good, bad, or
indifferent reasons. In the last fifty years the
wealth of the landowners has decreased enor-
mously, and the wealth of the manufacturer, the
banker, the builder, and those engaged in com*"
merce of whatever description, has increased even
more noticeably. As a result of this more people
have been taken into this body in the lasfc few
years, but this has always been the custom in
England. It marks no change, only a difference
in quantity. It is, and always has been in Eng-
land, from this class that Society emerges. It is